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CA LIVE is a group of hardware and software components  
that work together to form the live data reporting service of  
Counters & Accessories.  
 
This service allows the automatic acquisition of  traffic data 
in ‘real time’, making information available for numerous  
applications.  
 
The core components of CA LIVE are the CA 
MESSENGER application and TRAFFIC MONITOR(TM) 
outstation.  
 
Information from the TM outstation is sent periodically to a 
server at a pre-defined interval: for example, every 5 
minutes. CA MESSENGER takes this data, processes it, 
and passes the information on to either a CA Traffic 
application and / or a third party application. 
 
The whole system has been designed with flexibility as the 
key, allowing a system to be tailored to suit the customer’s 
specific requirements.  
 
Scalability has also been considered during the 
development process. The system can be scaled across 
many instations in order to deal with incoming data from 
thousands of outstations. 
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The CA MESSENGER application is an 
extension to  
VDA-pro, and acts as a data adapter. This 
flexible application takes data from the 
outstations and sends it to where it is 
required.   
 
CA MESSENGER’s main task is to 
consume packet data from TRAFFIC 
MONITOR outstations, process this data 
and to push it into VDA-pro. This process 
permits live information at each site to be 
constructed and deposited into a database. 
 
The CA MESSENGER application takes 
the live information 
database and produces an XML file that 
can be used as a data source for web 
pages to convey current network 
information.  
 
The CA MESSENGER application can also 
act as a UTMC adapter to deliver data into 
any UTMC common database. 
 
CA MESSENGER can also have services configured to allow communication with site engineers. For example, it can send 
an appropriate SMS to the engineers to alert them of an issue. The site issue information is also available on a WAP 
browser for viewing via mobile phones. 
 
CA MESSENGER has been designed to be flexible. For example, CA Traffic can construct custom services to run with CA 
MESSENGER to fulfil any live data requirements. 
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VDA.Net is a web-based extension to VDA-
pro. It is hosted on a web server and allows 
secure remote access to the VDA-pro 
database through an internet browser. 
 
After logging in, the user can  explore the 
data for each site through a quick and 
simple user-interface instantly familiar to 
users of VDA-pro.   
 
Once the desired data is loaded into the 
data view, statistics and graphs of the data 
are readily available.   
 
The user can also load an Excel file or an 
executive report of the displayed data. VDA.
Net also includes an integrated mapping 
function that uses an embedded interactive map 
in the page. 
 
Furthermore, if the sites are GPRS enabled, 
VDANet includes a Live Data view, whereby the 
latest traffic information processed by CA 
MESSENGER is used to populate the map with 
icons to represent traffic alert levels at each site. 
 
VDA.Net features a customisable interface that 
can be altered to reflect a corporate colour 

The company reserves the right to alter any of the company’s products or 
published technical data relating thereto at any time without notice. 

CA LIVE is most commonly used as a data source for 
UTMC systems. 
 
CA LIVE has also been designed to combine many of 
the functions usually expected from a UTMC system, 
but as a compact stand-alone application.  Examples 
of this include delivering information to car park signs 
or reporting congestion information. 
 
TRAFFIC MONITORS can also be used as a source 
of incident detection.  For example, a TM can directly 
drive a warning sign when there is queuing on a slip 
road ahead, or to alert traffic control centre CCTV 
operators to specific areas that require attention. 
 
Incident detection is also possible in tunnels.   
By installing TMs at intervals along the length of a 
tunnel, they can supply highly specific real time alert 
information via a LAN. 
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Fax: +44 (0) 1908 511505 

E-mail: sales@c-a.co.uk 

Tel: +44 (0) 1908 511122 

Web: www.ca-traffic.com 


